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ExE3
China’s Spirit in Fighting
Against COVID-19
[South African] Ehizuelen Michael Mitchell Omoruyi

Words for China’s Combating COVID-19

»  With the Chinese people’s strength and tenacity, I see light at the end of the
“tunnel”-sort of new dawn ahead for China and especially for Wuhan, which
was known as the City of Jiang and Happiness.

* I firmly believe that the Chinese people’s ongoing fight against the epidemic
and its improving medical system can lend many lessons, enlightenments
and inspirations to both China and the international community in fighting
pandemics in the future.

Living in China for many years now, I have come to discover the Chinese people
are resilient, steadfast, ready to stand strong, and the Chinese people’s spirit of the
Long March continues to influence and inspire generations of Chinese. The tradition-
al, excellent qualities of China, like perseverance, unity, and dedication, have been of

' This paper is excerpted from Battling the Virus: Witnessing China Combating COVID-19 (English
Edition), edited by Liu Li, published jointly, London: Global Century Publishing, Nanchang:
Jiangxi Education Publishing House, 2020. Pages 192-198.
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great assistance to the Chinese people whenever there are bumps in the road or any
external challenges that might confront them.

People are more likely to respect those who have a struggle in life and have
overcome adversity to attain victory. With the Chinese people’s strength and tenacity,
I see light at the end of the ‘tunnel’-sort of new dawn ahead for China and especially
for Wuhan, which, was known as the City of Heroes and Happiness.

During China’s fight against coronavirus, the world see countless kind and
dedicative Chinese, such as doctors, nurses and volunteers who work day and night.
When I heard the story of a restaurant owner in Wuhan who has been preparing 200
free takeout meals each day for medical workers combating the novel coronavirus,
I was deeply moved by Chinese’s spirit of fearlessness and selfless dedication. Liu
Xiaohu is an ordinary Chinese. When he saw on the internet that doctors and nurses
who were fighting the virus ate instant noodles and bread for lunch in hospital, he was
touched and really wanted them to have some fresh and nutritious food. From late
January, to make good food for doctors and nurses, he has been a ‘cooking machine’,
spending 15 hours working each day. His dedicative action fully interprets what’s
Chinese crazy love.

Facing the complicated and challenging situation, the Communist Party of Chi-
na (CPC) and the entire country has devoted great amounts of resources and efforts
to this fight. Epidemic prevention and control come to first important nationwide.
China’s central bank issued 300 billion yuan (about 43.6 billion U.S. dollars) in terms
of :financial support to fight against COVID-19 epidemic. The central government
mobilized more than 300 medical teams from all over the country, and more than 40
thousands of outstanding medical staff and scientific experts to assist Wuhan to jointly
optimize the epidemic prevention and control scheme, accelerate the research and de-
velopment of drugs, and introduce various treatment plans. It also organized 19 coun-
terpart provinces and cities to support the severely affected areas in Hubei. Tencent,
Alibaba, Baidu, ZTE, iFLYTEK, and JD.com are all actively using such technologies
as big data, artificial intelligence, as well as 5G in long-distance diagnosis, screening,
and medical services, providing the technical support for the fight. The measures like
instituting work-from-home arrangements, online classes for students and calling for
the public to stay at home unless necessary guaranteed the victory of China’s com-
bating COVID-19. All these unconventional moves show that with unity, strong faith
as well as determination, the Chinese people can overcome any obstacles one by one.

China should not be distracted by the sideshows of those who neither have
interest nor responsibility to safeguard the safety and well-being of the Chinese
people and the global community. In the battle to safeguard human health, mutual
understanding, trust and support across national borders matter the most. Thus, as
China intensifies efforts to contain the epidemic, the global community must work
in unison to rid the global scourge which is the social responsibility of all mankind.
Rather than capitalizing on the adversity to spread hate, the racial chauvinists should
use their time, resources, energy and platforms to disseminate messages of hope but
not panic. This is because panic is more contagious than COVID-19 and it is the last
thing we need at present. Thus, the international community should oppose the polit-
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icization of health issues that creates panic and leave no breeding ground or space for
any racist comments or discrimination. This is because what is important to the world
at present is not stigmatizing or attacking any nation, but calling for international
solidarity to fight against a common enemy. Therefore, any discourse on the outbreak
should be guided by scientific facts rather than lapsing into parochial and racial lenses.
So, the international community should oppose any emotional and discriminatory
responses against the epidemic and continue to respond objectively and calmly.

The Chinese government is fully confident of completely overcoming the epi-
demic and accomplishing all the goals for China’s economic and social development
this year, building an all-round well-off society, and eliminating absolute poverty.
Noting that 2020 is the year when China is expected to turn into a moderately prosper-
ous society in all respects, and the last year of the 13th Five-Year Plan. It is urgent for
the Chinese people to minimize the impact of the epidemic, maintain a stable econ-
omy and society, and strive to attain the goals and tasks set by the Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Party. China is continuously summarizing effective treatment
schemes to guide the clinical treatment of patients and improve the recovery rate.
China has already proven its scientific and operational dexterity in confronting the
COVID-19 via its strengthened medical system. Having said that, I firmly believe
that the Chinese people’s ongoing fight against the epidemic and its improving med-
ical system can lend many lessons, enlightenments and inspirations to both China
and the international community in fighting pandemics in the future.





